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The Partners



Overview

1) Background and context 

2) Walkthrough of the site

3) How is the Index being used in practice? 

4) Planned updates 



What is the Canadian Rental Housing 

Index (CRHI)?

• An interactive data tool

• Provides information on incomes, rents, affordability and 
overcrowding for renter households, based on 2016 census

• Includes over 800 communities



• Response to a data gap

• No online tools to measure rental affordability

• CMHC rental data primarily focused on purpose-
built stock

• Census data provides more comprehensive picture 
of rental market

Why the Index? 



Does my community 
need more rental 

housing? 

Are renters 
overcrowded?

Why the Index? Cont… 

How much do 
renters earn in my 

community?

How much do 
renters spend on 

housing?

• Many questions out there for 
rental sector

• A lack of standardized, 
consistent data for large and 
small communities  

• Needed easy-to-use, free, 
accessible platform 

• What gets measured, gets done 



Background on newest update

2014 2018

2015



New Features

Customizable Comparable Shareable 



Walkthrough of the site

www.rentalhousingindex.ca

http://www.rentalhousingindex.ca/


Where is the Index data being used?

• Since launch in May, 2018: 

– 143 unique media outlets cite Index

– 219 stories

– ~25,000 Facebook and Twitter shares

– Small and large outlets

• Helping to inform the debate on rental 
housing 



Where is the Index data being used?

Reports, plans, and advocacy materials:

-New Commons Development – Community 
Developers Toolkit

-City of North Vancouver – Housing Action Plan

-County of Simcoe – 2011 Renter Affordability 
profile



Planned updates

-November 2018: 

-Indigenous, immigrant households

-Family types

-Summer/Fall 2019: 

-Federal electoral districts 



Thank you! 

Questions? Comments? 
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What is the MBCDP? 

A web-based on-line portal Organized as a Collective Impact Project
(coordinated by the Social Planning Council of Winnipeg)

Interactive Dashboards Interactive Maps

Links to Reports and Resources

Initiating Partners: 
 Social Planning Council of  Winnipeg (SPCW)
 Manitoba Center for Health Policy (U of M)
 Institute of Urban Studies (U of Winnipeg)
 PEG Winnipeg (United Way of Winnipeg)
 Population and Public Health Surveillance (WHRA)



What can you do with the MBCDP?
Describe the neighborhood 

characteristics of clients
Assess population size and characteristics within 

a service / catchment area

Create compelling maps of demographic
and health trends

Find links to local data relevant 
to your practice

Download Maps from our Map Gallery



Covering the Basics

Demographics Explains
2/3’s of Everything



Covering the Basics



2016 Census Housing Data 



Knowledge Portals

Knowledge Portals bring together in one place extensive information about a particular topic of interest that has been 
curated by a knowledgeable group of experts and stakeholders.  Knowledge Portals include relevant background 
information on a topic, data tools such as interactive maps or dashboards, and links to relevant on-line resources



Knowledge Portals



Collaborative Knowledge 
Development Open Data

Cloud Based Services 
Emergent Design 

Developmental
Approach

Developmental Approach



Implementation Approach



Time-Line

• December 2017:  Project initiation
• Jan – April, 2018:  

– Designed, built and test initial prototype
• No budget
• In-kind contributions from participating organizations

• Soft-launched on May 14, 2018
• Enhancements slowly built over the summer 2018
• 2018/2019:

– No BUDGET
– Build out additional knowledge portals
– Promotion to WRHA staff and community partners
– Development of training strategy
– Consolidation of Governance and Sustainability model



Average of 160 Unique Visits per week

Use Statistics
May 14 - Oct. 7 2018



How Can I use the MBCDP

Log on at  

Train Yourself in how to use the MBCDP toolset: 

www.mbcdp.ca

12 Instructional Videos
On-line instructional

and support materials 



DEMO
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